
Lars Demander  

Clover Nook Farm 

50 Fairwood Rd 

Bethany, CT 06524  

 

To the Environment Committee, 

 

I am writing in support of the proposed legislation SB 1148 regarding allowing limited hunting 

permits for black bears. 

I am the 8th generation of my family to own and operate our farm, Clover Nook Farm, in 

Bethany, CT. We farm approximately 90 acres in total. The majority of what we produce is sweet corn, 

vegetables, and cattle. We offer all that we grow through our farm store and partner with many other 

local businesses. 

I am writing in support of this bill that will help control the increasing bear population. As the 

bear population has grown, they have exhausted their natural and wild food sources, and are now 

encroaching on humans. On my farm we have experienced extensive damage, which was at an all time 

high last year. We lost thousands of dollars worth of corn to multiple bears on our farm and there is no 

economical or effective legal method to control them. While I have been fortunate not to suffer any 

livestock loss, I worry every night when I have young calves in the herd. Neighbors however have not 

been so lucky, and have had small animals attacked and killed. Farms across the state are suffering 

similar crop and livestock losses. 

I do not believe bears need to be exterminated – they have a place in our ecosystem. But 

without a conservation program in place to put the population in check, they will need to find additional 

food sources outside of their wild diet or face starvation. These additional food sources will likely be 

linked to humans, be it farms, pets, garbage, or home entries. If the bear population is not corrected, 

these issues will only intensify I believe. 

The opposition to this bill will likely say we need to try alternative and humane methods of bear 

control such as exclusionary methods (bear proof trash cans, fencing, etc.). If these exclusionary 

methods are actually effectively implemented statewide, what will the growing population of bears do 

for food? Nature’s method of population correction would likely set in – starvation. Which is the more 

humane method of population control – regulated hunting or starvation? For me, that answer is 

obvious. 

I urge you to please vote in favor of SB 1148. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lars Demander 


